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To the union of Mr. and Mrs. Benton Dwight was born Lillie
Dwight the fourth oldest of seven children. My educational back¬
ground has been attending public schools in Hattiesburg, Mississip¬
pi and finally receiving my B. A. Degree from the University of
Southern Mississippi. My parents, Mr. and Mrs. Benton Dwight, have
been active in the civil rights movement before the sixties as
members of the N. A. A. C. P. Because of their interest in the
struggle for liberation of their people, they felt that it was
their duties and responsibilities to make their children aware of
the problems of Black people in America.
This orientation to the problems of racism in America led
me to the quest of finding a way of making a meaningful contribution.
I am very aware of the fact that in order for change to occur,
it will take totally committed individuals to the cause of human
justice. It is my feeling that the best way that I can make a
meaningful contribution is to establish a church-related family so¬
cial service agency. My vocational objective is the establishment
of a church-related family social service agency which will include
a day care center for pre-schoolers. To be part of a work that
is helping individuals, to find meaning and purpose in their lives
is my desire and objective.
I hope that this senior essay will be a beginning proposal
for a church-related family social service agency. This paper will
be a guide for further research in this area.
i
INTRODUCTION
Statement of the Problem
In this contemporary society in which we live, there are many
problems that confront the family and youth of our society. The
family was structured in the past where the father was the provider
and the mother was the keeper of the home who stayed home and took
care of the children. This structure of the family has led to the
problem of what happened to the children that are not of school age
when both parents work. There has been interior conflict within
the family because of the change of its structure. The problems
often confronted by the family are lack of communication between
husband and wife and the lack of financial expense to maintain the
home. The Church is challenged to respond to the needs of the
society that it exists within today.
Statement of Purpose:
The purpose of this paper is to structure a church as a family
social service agency for changes within a community. It is written
to deal with the new thrust of the church as a family social service
agency.
Limitations of this Study:
It is not the intention of the writer to present a detailed
proposal of a family social service agency for the church. The
different aspects of a family social service agency could be papers
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Church’s theology must be one of liberation.
"Christian theology is a theology of liberatien.
It is rational study of the being of God in the
world in light of the existential situation of ' '
an oppressed community, relating the forces of
liberation to the essence of the gospel, which
is Jesus Christ, This means that its sole rea¬
son for existence is to put into ordered speech
the meaning of God’s activity in the world so
that the community of the depressed will recog¬
nize that their thrust for liberation is not only
consistent with the gospel but is the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
The gospel of Christ must call the church to mission.
The missionary nature of the church is one of socialization
with Jesus Christ as the departing point. The term socialization
is not being used here as commonly defined by sociologists which
connotes the introduction of the individual to the norms and mores
of a given community but rather it is the instruction of members
of the Christian faith in the change of the community, values, norms
and mores to a Christ-Centered Community and to abide in the hope of
Christ. To be Christ-Centered is to be for social change. Social
change can best come as the church function as a family social service
agency,
The Christian church does not live for itself, but for others.
When true tp its nature, the church exists not for its own sake but
for God, to live by God’s love and to do God’s will. Thus the church
through its individual members and families’, as well as through its
institutional agencies goes out into the world to serve others,
whether they are the neighbors next door or on the other side of the
plant. _
4
^ether'it be meeting needs of persons^ wprking jfor pe-:'
conciliation, or transforming society-^ in it all they are awape that
God is working through them to accomplish hi? purposes, The church,
collectively and through its member families and individuals does
God's work in the world.
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Church and Family Belong Together
The Mission in God’s Plan
The source of all truth and hope is God himsflf, revealed
to us by his mighty acts in history. While our fullest know¬
ledge of God is given to us in Christ, there is much truth about
Him that may come to any mind that is open and alert.
The missionary calling of the church rests not only on cer¬
tain commands but on Jesus Christ himself. God made Himself ful¬
ly known to us in Jesus Christ after centuries of reaching out
to man through other means. He showed his love for men in Jesus'
birth, in His life, and above all, in His death and resurrection.
And it was Jesus who sent His disciples into the world to witness
to the redeeming purpose and activity of God among men.
"God's redeeming activity, the source of
Christian mission is apparent throughout
the Old Testament. He created the Universe
and everything in it, and He loved his
creation. When men alienated themselves
from Him, He forgave and redeemed them in
His love. He chastised and instructed them
so that they might know Him and live in
fellowship with Him. Ultimately, He called
Israel to be His chosen and Holy people,
3that they might be his witness to the nations".
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When we speak of the mission of the Church, we mean its cal¬
ling to fulfill the purposes of its Lord in the world. Christ
Jesus shows us a way. It is the way of reconciliation. As dis¬
ciples of Christ, we take the attitude of Christ and seek to
save lives of Christ. If a church exists for a mission, its
functions must serve mission. The church building itself is an
instrviment toward that end. It is God's house, constructed not
merely as a shelter from the elements, but so that its beauty
might help turn our thoughts to God. The dimension of worship
is deep and essential, and activity from which all other aspects
of• Christian life moves out with power and meaning.
We have the responsiblity of nuturing one another in
Christian life, guiding persons to a vital faith in God through
Christ, and encouraging them to grow constantly in grace and
knowledge. This education is the responsibility of the Christian
home and the Church.
Men and women who are committed to the Christian mission
and who try to lead others to similar commitment inevitably meet
resistence from some people. The arguments are familiar: "Ed¬
ucation for mission is a technique of church leaders to stir up
support mission"; or, "it is just a dream of some Christian enthu¬
siasts trying to make the church effective in an unchristian
world.
The only way to respond to such attitudes is to share our
conviction that the Christian mission is based on confidence in
7
God's redeeming activity in the world through the church. The
call to mission is the word of God to the Christian, spoken
through the Bible and the Holy Spirit.
The most important thing about God is that he is the Father
of Jesus Christ. It is in the love of God revealed in Christ
that we have a clue to how God can be all-powerful and all-good
at the same time. God is the only Father who can have absolute
t
power without sacrificing his goodness; and this is because
God is different from men and his power is a different power.
The Missionary Nature of the Church
The Church belongs to Jesus Christ. This affirmation is the
basis for education for Mission, the learning and growing exper¬
ience by which Christians become involved in the Mission of the
Church.
Christ's Church lives in all times and in all places. Pen¬
tecost was its birthday; from that time the disciples scattered
into the world in the spirit of their risen and living Lord to
carry on his mission. In each following generation, the Church
has witnessed to the world in the name of the divine leader.
The whole of the Christian religion lies ultimately in a
personal relationship between the believer and the God of Jesus
Christ. It is a loyalty to Christ which in turn leads to the
integration of the disciples arising from this relationship. The
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mature Christian, living in the congregation of the faithful,
finds his wholeness in the worshipping community which is called
"the Body of Christ".
To his disciples and his Church, Christ said, "As the Father
has sent me, even so I send you" (John 20:21).^ He sends his
Church into the world to make himself known in Jesus Christ.
God's purpose is to redeem men so that they may live as his chil-
dren, iri fulfillment of the destiny for which he created them.
In Paul's words, "... God was in Christ reconciling the world
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them and en-
trusting to us the message of reconciliation." (II Cor. 5:19).
The proper starting point of Christian education is to face
up to the challenge of the meaning of Christ, to discover what
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour actually implies in
terms of today's problems of living and to be sure of the truth
of the conclusions reached. What we call "our church" belongs
to Him. Our Church exists only for the purpose of Christ's mis¬
sion. "The focus of Christian revelation is found in Jesus Christ.
He is the embodiment of the Gospel, the good news of the saving
grace and power of God. In him, God was reconciling the world
to himself. God commended his love toward us in the death of His
Son. Here was more than man's utmost devotion to the divine will.
Here was the redemptive act of God himself through a human life in
history.^
The mission of the Church is like a pool of water into which
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thousands of pebbles are dropped. Concentric circles move out
from the place where each pebble breaks the surface, and the cir¬
cles mingle with one another until the whole pool is agitated.
There is not just one center from which the circle expands; there
are centers everywhere. The mission is like a network of broad¬
casting stations whose messages radiate to the whole world, mak¬
ing possible intercommunication. Wherever there is a church,
or for that matter, an individual Christian, the mission begins.
From the center it moves out until it involves the Church and
the Christian in the socialization of the whole world. It is
the very nature of the Church that it has a mission to the whole
world. That mission is our participation in the work of God
which takes place between the coming of Jesus Christ to inaugu¬
rate God's Kingdom on earth and his coming again in glory to
bring that Kingdom to its comsumation.
God gives us the spirit of Christ that calls us to mission.
This spirit fills our spirits because God is concerned for his
people and has come to redeem his people in Jesus Christ. This
Spirit sends us on a mission in every place, at everytime, near
and far, at home and abroad, as the church, the fellowship of
service, to show forth God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ so
that mankind may find newness and wholeness to mankind. The
church as a social service agency has come to a profound redis¬
covery of what it means to be the church of Christ.
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The Church and Family Life
As an organized Christian community, the Church is responsi
ble for helping families realize the fullness of family life
through the entire family cycle. It believes the family is or¬
dained by God as the basic social unit to perform certain essen¬
tial function for society, for person, and for the Kingdom of
God. These functions are procreating and nuturing children,
meeting the sexual and companionship needs of husbands and wives
and preserving and transmitting the culture.
Image of a Church as a collective "body" helps to increase
one's understanding of the nature of the church in several ways:
by realizing the falsity of applying the atomistic theory to
the Church, and by viewing the Church as a corporation as well
as an individual. This is related to the need to view the
Church as having group life. Often overlooked is the fact
that the Church functions as a collective body. A collective
body is a unity in diversity. Members of the collective-body
should "in-exist" at the same time that they "co-exist." This
means that members of the Church should "share each other's
woes" and "bear each other's burdens." Thus, everybody is some¬
body, and he is locked into a relationship of mutual dependence.
Men and women and youth and elder, are equally precious in this
collective-body for this is true within the love of God.
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After discussing the doctrine of the church versus the con¬
cept of the church as a collective-body, a closer view of the church
family’s relationship is now necessary. A healthy family depicts
a relationship of harmony and love between a young child and his
elder. A family is unbalanced if it makes an idol out of the
youths or the elders. Disharmony and a weak family's structure
is the result of this unbalance. The church cannot afford either
t
child—worship or ancestor worship. Both distort the faith in
the creature rather than the creator, the sinner rather than the
Saviour. The Church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, Her Lord.
The Church as a family is a fellowship in which there is mutual
value and respect placed upon all members. No exception is made
for age—class, social-class, or skin color. All are one in the
family of God.
A Christian community is a quality of life in Christ that
should be manifested in all families as well as in the larger
congregation. Although the family may fall far short of this
ideal or the congregation, the quality of life in Christ is
the true nature of a Christian community which is realized
through the grace of God. The family as a small Christian com¬
munity needs to broaden its contacts by being associated with
the large Christian community through the local congregation and
the universal church.
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Social Significance of the
Teaching of Jesus
It is important that the members of the Church see the need
of having a social service agency. Here are examples of some of
the lessions that will be taught to the congregation on the so¬
cial significance of the teaching of Jesus to help them to see
why investing in a social service agency:
Lesson One: Jesus* Sympathy for the Poor
"Are not two sparrow sold for a penny" And not one of them
shall fall to the ground without your father. . . Fear not there¬
fore; ye are of more value than many sparrows." Matthew 10: 29,31.
"If any man have an hundred sheep, and one of them has gone
astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go unto the
mountains and seek that which goeth astray. . .?"
"Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven
that one of these little ones should perish." Mathew 28: 12, 14.
Jesus had a boundless sympathy for the poor. He had seen the
rich, but he himself was always poor. He felt pity for all suf¬
fering; but in Jesus’ time and in his eastern country, poverty
was not as it is with us. The poor whom Jesus knew were chiefly
the blind, deaf, drippled and those in such bodily affliction
that they could not work to sustain even their simple wants.
Practically all the poor with whom Jesus had to deal were worthy of
his loving care and sympathy.
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Sensitive to sorrows of every kind, he sought to relieve
them. Members of the class will be asked to give reports from
the following reading assignment:
Harnack: What is Christianity? Pages 88-102.
Speer: The Principles of Jesus. Chapter 21.
Rhees: The Life of Jesus of Nazareth. Part III,
Chapter 1.
Stalker: The Life of Jesus Christ. Pages 133-134.
After the reports, there will be a coffee break and discus¬
sion by other members of the class.
Lesson Two: Twofold Responsibility of the Individual
"To thine own self be true
And it must follow,
as the night the day
Thou canst not then be false
to any man."^
A central thought of the teaching of Jesus is that of indi¬
vidual responsibility. Jesus taught that the individual has
twofold responsibility: the duty of self-development, that of a
pure heart and a right attitude toward God; and the duty of help¬
fulness toward others. The fulfillment of the first is a pre¬
requisite of all genuine helpfulness and true social service; for
the seed of the Kingdom was planted in the individual hearts of
men. One soul cannot do true Christian work upon another until
it is made and pure and helpful by coming, through the ideals of
Jesus into harmony with God.
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Then, according to the teaching and life of Jesus, comes
the second duty, a necessary consequent of the fulfillment of
the first, and the first stage in the open air growth of the
little seedling of the Kingdom. This is a glad, helpful acknow¬
ledgement of fraternal relationship, the assumption of social
responsibilities. The poor, Jesus said were to be succorded
enemies forgiven, children treated tenderly; mercy is shown to
the weak and to the erring, peace-making is to quiet discord,
and all harsh judgement are to be withheld. The very air and
sunshine of the kingdom are": to be servicer and the individual who
enters- the kingdom must: be his" own will take, up the I'work; t
Heaven deals with us no representative system. Souls are
not saved in bundles. The Spirit saith to the man, "How is it
with thee? Thee personally? Is it well? Is it ill?" Emerson.
Reports will come from members of the class on:
Matthew 5: 3-16, 43, 44.
Luke 10: 27.
_ -
Speer: Principle of Jesus. Chapter 30.
Peabody: Jesus Christ and the Christian Character.
Chapter 3 and 4.
Matthews: The Social Teaching of Jesus. Chapters
8 and 9.
Members of the class will be free to serve themselves coffee.
tea, cookies and coke.
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Lesson Three; Relation of Individual Reform to Social Reform
"Nothing can injure a man who is a member of a community
who does not injure the community." Marcus Aurelius.
"All are needed by each one; Nothing is fair or good along."
Emerson
Perhaps no other teacher in history has had so profound a
belief in the influence of personality and in the power of right
thought as had Jesus. He was willing to intrust the success of
his entire regenerating work to the influence which he as an in¬
dividual could exert over those whom he came in personal contact.
He left no writing, he made no attempt to pass any laws, he went
to. the cross with no formal steps toward organization of his
kingdom; but he was evidently certain of his complete success.
He knew that his ideas were right, that they had been deeply
implanted in the hearts of many individuals who would devote their
lives to the propagation of those ideas; that they were sure to
germinate anew repeatedly through coming generations in an ever-
widening confidence in his method of social reform has been
justified.
While, with the exception of Mohammedanism, it seems probable
that, so far as the external method of spreading their doctrines
goes, the founders of all great religions, such as Confucianism
and Buddhism, have succeeded in much the same way, their influence
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seems waning while that of Jesus is increasing. The greater
growth of Christianity is due primarily, not to the method, but
to the transcendent personality of the founder and the eternal
rightness and infinite value of his principles. It, then appears
to be with the spirit of the Master; then he may count upon his
influence reaching others with whom he comes in contact.
Reports will be given by members of the class on the follow¬
ing readings:
Fairbain: Studies in the Life of Christ.
Pages 107-9.
Peabody: Jesus Christ and the Christian Character.
Chapter 6.
Matthexi7s: The Social Teaching of Jesus.
Chapter 9.
Schmidt: The Prophet of Nazareth.
Chapter 11.
Discussion will follow the giving of the reports and members
of the class will be free to serve themselves coffee, tea, cookies
and coke.
Family Counseling
It is important to realize from the start that a being more
than human has thoughts and plans for the human family. It was
God's purpose for men to live within a family. God has a plan and
a program for the family to carry out. Because of the difficul¬
ties that often confront a family, God's plan and program are
sometimes placed in the background. The family finds itself in
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a state of crisis and needs guidance to overcome. The Church can
be the place to find the necessary guidance. The church as a
family social agency can provide family counseling. Family coun¬
seling is the giving of guidance to husband, wife and children
by aiding them to see the variety of alternatives to their par¬
ticular crisis.
The family is a primary institution for socialization and
Christian development. It shapes, molds and helps form a per¬
son's personality. There is no stage or crisis in life which
does not Involve the family circle. Every aspect of our being,
whether social, physical, psychological or spiritual is affected
by the nature of our family unit. A great deal of our develop¬
ment as a social person stems from our interaction with persons
in the most intimate bond. The family is the place for the nur¬
turing of children from infancy to adulthood. It is a moral
forming institution for children,. Adults also find fulfillment
in their relationship with their children and with others.
Through the family no one can closely analyze the mechanics of
the human structure without taking into account the nature and
mission of the family unit.
The Church must help the family when it is confronted with
a crisis or find itself in difficulty. The church cannot stand
by complacently. The Church must provide effective guidance. Ef¬
fective guidance requires first of all, understanding. Symptoms
must not be confused with causes. Analysis and diagnosis make
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knowledge and orientation an essential prerequisite. Where
understanding was lacking, attempted guidance has not only
proved ineffective, but in many instances has been harmful.
Sympathetic helpfulness is motivated by the law of love.
Churches and families are two extremely important institutions
for the development of a healthy and wholesome people. These two
institutions are usually important for Blacks. They serve as a
catalyst for many social outlets denied as a result of discrimi¬
nation. When individuals and groups are oppressed, they need
some form of group-life as a dike against the outside world. These
units may not merely provide solace; they may also serve as empow¬
erment centers. They may bring people together for a common
cause; and they may apply legitimate pressure to obtain rights,
goods and service to which they feel that they are entitled.
Black and oppressed people discover that they are "somebody" of
importance in the Church. As those who have never been fully
admitted into the mainstream of American society. Blacks seek to
overcome the alienation and loneliness of everyday life within
the warmth and acceptance of a "gathered" people. But genuine
fellowship can only have depth and fulfillment if we are ever
mindful that the Church is more than a social club. It is more
than an organization or institution, it is primarily the organ
of the Spirit which is a fellowship Of faith, hope and love. The
ideal model for this fellowship if ever realized, is a model
wholesome family life. A good family is one' in which the
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importance and worth of each member is recognized and where each
feels that he is loved and wanted. A wholesome family is one in
which.there are no big "I's" and little "you's". It is a commun¬
ity of love ind concern. Characteristic of a wholesome family
is self-giving love.
The law of love must be used to transform social problems
that confront the family. The law of love has been often omitted
when it comes to the Black family. The Black family cannot be
understood, appreciated or enhanced in isolation but only in re¬
lation to its place in the Black community and the wider society.
The church must work as a multiservice agency and helping the
family to overcome the social problems that it faces. The
church must provide an alternative to the inadequate welfare
system of our time by establishing its own agency. There are many
gaps in the public welfare system because of lack of resources
and trained personnel, cannot be filled.
The family counseling service will be concerned with en¬
hancing the structure and functioning of family life among the
members of the church and community and the physical, social
and emotional well being of all members of the family. The
family counseling multiservice agency of the church should
include the following:
(1) Workers that are well trained and oriented to provide
adequate help from the Christian perspective. Things that will
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help workers to communicate from the Christian perspective to
others:
-to communicate the Christian faith involves trying
to live up to the words one utters;
-to communicate the Christian faith involves using the
best availble tools quarterlies, books, audio visuals;
-to communicate the Christian faith effectively through
the life of the church involves a serious effort to
have a genuine fellowship—in the rich Christian usage
, of the word;
-to communicate the Christian faith is impossible un¬
less one who would communicate believes that faith
because one's faith in Jesus Christ is genuine.^
(2) Day Care Center. The Day Care Center will be suf¬
ficient in scope to provide a facility for any mother who wishes
to leave her children to be cared for during the day.
-This service will be free for families below a certain
income level, say $8,000.00 per year, and will charge
a modest fee for families earning more than that.
-The emphasis will be on accessibility as a meaningful
Christian child welfare resource in the community.
-The Day Care Center will not simply be baby sitting
pool. It will provide the children with meaningful
activities appropriate to their ages.
As Christian leaders, we are aware that the future well-being of
the church depends on building strong Christian homes.
(3) Correlation of community resources with the church
agency. The Church has frequently stood apart from the general
community. VJhile bemoaning the fact that family life is deteri¬
orating, it has been fearful of using community resources which
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has been established to help preserve families. Psychology,
psychiatry, social work, sociology, economics, medicine an¬
thropology, etc., have supplied us with a body of knowledge
which, though still not complete, is valuable in helping indi¬
viduals to adjust themselves to the stresses of everyday living I
The church should be aware of the nature and the scope of this
new knowledge. The church should find ways of utilizing the
skills and techniques of these disciplines. The church should
find ways of resolving the conflict between secular philosophies
and the Christian ideal by means of a correlation approach.
(4) Classes designed to help the family withstand the so¬
cial evils of the day—materialism, individualism, and self in¬
terest. The church does not underestimate, or ignore the tre¬
mendous impact which the pressure of our times are having on our
people. The American society has shaped man in the image of a
materialistic animal. The American society has geared many to
believe that the greater amount of happiness comes from what we
can obtain. The emphasis in this society has been placed on
the "I" and "What is right for me." If my brother makes it across,
it is alright with me. The American society has placed success
as the greatest goal regardless of how many people get hurt along
the way. The classes will be designed to give the Christian per¬
spective of life and man. The Christian estimation of man is that
he is more than a materialistic animal. Man is a spiritual and
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and biological being endowed with the gift of freedom. The classes
will be designed to challenge its members to make the gospel of
Jesus Christ relevant within their social situation.
(5) Parents and children need training for leadership in
family devotions, for discussion of religion in family circles
and for mutual Christian admonition. Good leadership in parents
education must supply clear purposes, discover real needs, locate
resource materials and train future leaders. Good leadership
also involves exposing parents to new insights and knowledge, new
attitudes and appreciation, new skills and better ways to teach¬
ing their children. Christian parents should start family devo¬
tion with the love of Christ as the departing point. Parents
and children would be growing up with Christ as the center in all
things. In transmitting a true understanding of the gospel of
Christ, Christian parenthood finds it real fulfillment. To make
every home the workshop of the Holy Spirit is the highest goal of
•Christian parent education. Christian parents become instruments
of tbe Holy Spirit when they carry out what we may term the essen¬
tial tasks of Christian teaching and training.
(6) Parents need assistance of the Church in carrying an
effective program of child training in the home. Here are sugges¬
tions for parents to include in an effective program of child
training:
-Parents should give the child a knowledge of God and
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His great love for us manifested in our creation
and preservation; in God's rule of the universe;
especially in the gift of His Son, Jesus*
-Parents should help the child get a clear know¬
ledge of the way of salvation through faith in
Jesus, the Saviour, leading to the assurance of
forgiveness of sin and peace.
-Parents should develop a sense of appreciation of
Christian character and of the life in Christ in
each child.
, -Parents should help the child acquire an under¬
standing of the Bible as God's word to men, as
the source of Christian teaching, and as the
guidebook for daily living.
(7) Each member of the family needs training in cooperating
with the family, church and community. This.Involves an under¬
standing and appreciation of why God has made the individual what
he is and why He has placed him where he is. The family itself
must be made aware of its needs, its social and religious pur¬
pose as an institution and the sources of help for its growth.
The family in helping itself will be in the best position to
serve the church, the community, the nation and the world.
Education for Christian family living should follow a pro¬
cedure which will definitely integrate it into the total educa¬
tional program of the church. Educating a family is like edu¬
cating an individual. Self reliance and increasing ability to
help oneself should accompany the process.
When a family is seen in the light of the church's objective
for its educational ministry to persons, these characteristics
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gain special significance for our description of Christian fam¬
ily. This chart outlines this point.
A Natural Family The Church's Obiective A Christian Family
1. Composed of a
SiDall group of two
o; more persons.
is that all persons
be aware of and grow
in their understand¬
ing of God, especial¬
ly revealed in Jesus
Christ, and that they
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Christian family living is based on the natural family but
with differences unique to the Christian faith and life:
1. A Christian family is made up of persons who
respond in faith and love to God revealed in
Jesus Christ.
2. These family members are faithful in performing
in various family functions especially those
involving the Christian meaning of marriage as
a covenant relationship and parenthood as a
vocation understood in light of the Christian
faith.
3. Because of their faith in Jesus Christ, they
share the common name of "Christian" and are
integral in the part of the Christian communi¬
ty, both in the nature and function.
4. The Christian sees God at work in the inter¬
personal relationship .of the family, giving
the kind of understanding and love that creates
unity and providing constructive ways of deal¬
ing with difficulties.
5. By its very nature, a Christian family can be
neither self-centered nor isolated from the
world. When true to its mission, a Christian
family seeks to fulfill God's will for it by
doing God's work in the world today.
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6. A Christian family creates, sustains, and
transmits a culture informed by Christian
tradition and values. This culture is evi¬
dent in certain rituals and practices and
religious symbols and particularly in a
Christian spirit permeating the home.
» These factors can relate to the black churches and the black
families as we plan a program for the families in the black com¬
munity. The black families and churches are two primarily insti¬
tutions in the black community. The families and churches have
a theological-ethical foundation rooted in scripture as well as
a physcio-socio-psycho-economic foundation.. The black church
as a fellowship of believers, as an organ of the Spirit and as
an extension of the Incarnation, is an organism as well as an
organization. It is invisible as well as visible. But the two
are not totally separate for human persons to participate in
both aspects of life of the Church. Some object when one speaks
forcefully of an ethnic church. They beat the universal drum.
Racism makes it impossible for most blacks who accept their
worth as persons as a divine bestowment to be in an interracial
church. Those whites, then, seek to reject the ethnic church on
ethnic grounds should busy themselves in attempting to make their
churches more Christian by providing a more open fellowship—one
in which there can be reconciliation between equals. Until then,
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the business of black churches will be liberation from oppression.
The families should be in the churches and the churches should be
in the homes. We have spoken of ways the church might begin to
consider its ministry to families in the church. But the churches
might also move into the homes with youthful visits to the aged
and by other ways. The church can help the black extended family




Day Care Center is needed to provide parents with a place to
leave their children when they are unable to keep them at home
with them during the day. The day care center of the Church will
not be just a baby-sitting service but will provide programs for
the different age groups. The day care center will be taking care
of the children from the age group of two through five years old.
The problems with which the church teachers of pre-schoolers
encounter are how to keep the attention of the children; how to
relate the topic being discussed to the children; what is the
best way to teach this topic to stimulate interest; and what ma¬
terial should be used with the different age groups. Of the many
problems that are confronted with the teaching of pre-schoolers,
I have chosen to discuss the way to stimulate interest in the
teaching/learning experience. The way that I propose to stimulate
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interest in the teaching/learning experience is by use of the
open-classroom method. The teaching/learning experiences lies
at the heart of education. It is rooted in actual experience
that involves the total person (his attitudes and feelings,
his thinking capacities and knowledge; his skills, and abili¬
ties, his behavior expression of who he is and how he regards
himself; his response to the impact of the world, or some
»
portion of it upon him; and changes in the person's ideas,
knowledge, attitudes, feelings and action patterns that results
from this coming together of person and world.)
One of the reasons for using the open-classroom is to give
children an opportunity to choose and help determine their own
learning activities, thereby stimulating interest in the learn¬
ing experience. The open-classroom method of teaching allows
the children to pursue their own learning objectives, exercising
value judgements, and engaging in ventures which foster dis¬
covery of new knowledge and at the same time may hold some risk
for themselves. Each child is understood and appreciated as a
unique person.
The day care center will use the open classroom method of
teaching. This method is also being used to let students know
that education is becoming involved in things that they really
care about doing. Preschoolers need to know that education is
an enjoyable experience that takes place within life. The open
classroom takes into account that as individuals we learn at
differents rates and time.
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(1) Music Unit—Children need to know the joy that
comes from music. Music is a very good way of
self-expression. Some of the instruments to be
found within the music unit will be piano, re¬
cords, record players, etc.
(2) Housekeeping Unit—Designed to let the children
create their own roles and act them out. The
t
housekeeping unit will include kitchen and bed¬
room area. This unit can be used by the teach¬
er for role-playing that will keep the children
related to the lesson.
(3) Reading Unit—Encouraging the children to take
an interest in books. Books are placed where
one can find beautiful pictures and exciting
stories. This unit will include a variety of
children’s books and magazines.
(4) Fine and Gross Motor Unit—This unit is de¬
signed to develop the coordination of the stu¬
dents' body. One would find such equipment as
jump ropes, balls, and etc.
(5) Play Unit—Providing games and toys that children
enjoy using the most.
Learning is too often viewed as something to be imposed upon
children by a teacher, and that each child regardless of his
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interests or capabilities should study the same curriculum at
the same age and in the same way. School should be designed
whereby children's curiosity is encouraged. This is the basic
philosophy of the open-classroom.
Reasons to Support the Open-Classroom:
' (1) The more the child is an active participant,
rather than passive recipient in his school¬
ing the sooner and better he'll learn.
(2) Open-classrooms let the children assume re¬
sponsibility for their growth and a belief
in children's need to initiate inquiry and
solve problems in their own way.
(3) Each child is given the opportunity to work
on a project of his own choosing, alone when
he wants solitude, with adult help if needed.
(4) Taking the child where he is, not where
someone says he should be.
The Teacher's Role is:
(1) Guide the child to challenge
A. Through solution
B. Through questioning
32(2)Spark enough curi.osity so that the child digs
in and discovers the facts he needs, if this
was sensible
Problems with Open-Classrooms:
(1) Teachers not trained to use this method. Little
understanding of its goals and methods. Leads
to chaos.
(2) More’ than freedom to go and come but rather
introduction to new equipment.
(3) Programs must be designed for child at every
age level.
(4) No single approach to learning can be right
for every child. '
Ways to Open the Church to Concept of Open-Class:
(1) Be sure to explain to the members what the
open plan is all about.
(2) Know what you mean by "open".
(3) Look upon open plan as a practical setting
that meets children's needs.
(4) Develop a sophisticated, professional base
for your program and the space to house it.
(5) Place teacher in the open-classroom only
after training in the method and goal.
33
(6) Train the staff in the use of open space.
(7) Develop a thinking curriculum program.
(8) Don't furnish the space as you would a series
of classrooms.
(9) Don't believe that an open plan is good for
all children.(10)Make sure that you don't place too many children
in the space. Don't overcrowd.
This day care center will be one that functions not only
through the week by on Sundays as well. This day care center
will take the place of the tradtional nursery department of the
Sunday School. The curriculum of the day care center will also
include religious training. The religious training of the stu¬
dents will emphasize these main themes.
(1) Giving the children a knowledge of God and His great
love for us manifested in our creation and preservation; in
God's rule of the universe; especially in the gift of His Son,
Jesus;
(2) Helping the children get a clear knowledge of the way
of slavation through faith in Jesus, the Saviour leading to the
assurance of forgiveness of sin and peace.
(3) Developing in the children an appreciation of Christian
character and of the life in Christ—a live of true godliness, jus¬
tice, mercy, love and service.
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(4) Helping the children acquire a growing understanding of
the Bible as God's word to men, as the source of Christian teach¬
ing, and as the guidebook for daily living;
(5) Developing in the children an appreciation of the
Christian church as a fellowship of believers, among whom the
word of God is in use and the Sacraments are administered for
the nuture of faith unto life everlasting;
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(6) Developing in the children a concern for all people
and for their salvation, and helping the children to take part
in the world-wide work of the Church.
The day care center program will be concerned with the
characteristics of the phases of life that a child goes and
will be aware of the growth and development at different phases
in life. The day care program will emphasize that parenthood
is the greatest of all vocations. The day care center will
aid parents in the creating and maintaining of a home atmos¬
phere favorable to the development of the Christian faith and
life. A family of wholesome, well adjusted and socially sensi¬
tive children is an achievement of more valuable and often
more enduring than the most paintings or novels or other
careers.
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Goal of the Program
This program has been designed to he used by any local con¬
gregation. It would be advised that a survey of the community
be taken before placing this program into operation. The survey
is needed to see exactly what are the needs of a given community.
Questionnaire has been designed to be given at the time of the
survey to assist in determining the needs of the community. The
purpose of the questionnaire is to determine what the average
income of the families in that community is and how much they
are spending for nursery service. The questionnaire is designed
to determine in what way could family counseling help to solve
the problems that the family is confronted with today.
The program will be funded by grants from foundations
(Rockefeller or Ford) that give to individuals or organizations
that are providing needed services to a community. Funds will
also come from the United States Government that gives to in¬
dividuals or organizations that are providing needed services to
a community.
The staff will be composed of college students doing their
internship in one of the given areas and also those professional
that are able to work for a moderate salary. This staff will be
composed of men and women who are dedicated to helping others.
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Questionnaire for the Wife1.Do you work?2.Are there children of pre-school age (2-5 years old)
in the home?3.If the answer to question one is no and the answer to
question two is yes, would you work if your children
were enrolled in nursery school?4.What is the family income annually?5.How many children do you have enrolled in nursery school?6.How much are you presently paying for your children to
go to nursery school?7.Do you and your husband attend church regularly together?
8. Do you have family devotion in the home?
9. Name the most important thing or person in you life.
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Questionnaire for the Husband1.Do you work?2.Are there children of pre-school age (2-5 years old)
in the home?3.If the answer to question one is no and the answer to
question two is yes, would you work if your children
, were enrolled in nursery school?4.What is the family income annually?5.How many children do you have enrolled in nursery school?6.How much are you presently paying for your children to
go to nursery school.7.Do you and your wife attend church regularly together?8.Do you have family devotion in the home?9.Name the most important thing or person in your life.
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A Fact Finder for Families in Church and Community
A. The Community1.Name of community
2.Population3.' Type of community ■
Major occupations and industries in community:
4. Number of churches (all black denominations and faiths)
Total membership


































What additional family services are needed?
407.What recreational facilities are available and where are
they located?8.Is family life education provided in the public schools?
For what grades?
Required ^Electives9.What family life education course for adults are available




What additional courses for parents are needed?10.What community activites are available for all age groups?
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B. Your Church Families1.Total number of church members.2.Number of new members received last year.3.Number of baptisms.4., What was done to assimilate new families?5.What is being done to enlist new families?6.How were families involved in confirmation?7.How were families involved in baptisms?
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8. Total number of families in your church
9. Number of households with adults only:
Younge couples __Middle Aged Retired
10. Number of households with one parent families
11. Number of families with oldest child pre-school age
12. Number of families with oldest child in elementary school
13. Number of families with oldest child in high school__
14. Number of families with oldest child away from home:
In college_ In Military Service ^Other
15. Number of engaged couples
16. What family ministries are needed for each of these groups?17.What additional family ministries are needed for each group?
18. What effort does your church make to keep in touch with young
adults in college?
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After the church has reviewed the questionnaires and the
data from the fact finder, I recommend that the church could
establish the following programs:
A. Family Cluster. A family cluster is a plan where¬
by four to six families or household groups, usu¬
ally about twenty to thirty people, meet regularly
over a period of time. A cluster might meet week¬
ly for six to ten weeks to study a particular
topic or unit such as family communication.
Learning is experiential, with persons of all
ages meeting together. The cluster is an educa¬
tional model not a therapeutic one.
Setting. A parish center is recommended. Some¬
times a cluster meets in the home of one of the
members for a less formal session.
Leadership requirements. Cluster leadership
demands a significant block of planning time and
an awareness of one's self and dynamics of the
cluster group. It is helpful to have co-leaders;
male and female co-leaders can complement each other
and provide a good model for the children.
B. Parent Effectiveness Training. Parent effectiveness
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training is a seminar or workshop course de¬
signed to facilitate a change in parents’
philosophy about child-rearing. larent ef¬
fectiveness training also gives parents
training in specific human skills and methods
for implementing this new philosophy.
. Setting. Usually a church or community room.
Leadership requirements. Professional in¬
structors have completed a one-week training
workshop and often have other experience in
parent education.
C. Parents' Program for Children. Parents meet
and discover a learning which they truly wish
to share with the children, the team set a date
for a children's day and began to prepare a
presentation at the children's level. Each
team member would be responsible for some
aspect of the presentation. Each program could
consist of activities which serve as a basis
for faith refelction and community sharing
through play, meals, instruction and prayer.
The children would also do home activities to
prepare for each session.
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Setting. Parish-centered.
Leadership requirements. Skill is necessary
in leading adult study groups and in helping
them plan for children’s events.
D. . Home curriculum. The home curriculum is an
attempt to provide resources for Ciiristian
education within the home setting. Examples
of the resources content are 'I'Jhen Death Comes",
"So You're Going to Move", "Watching and Using
TV", "Between Husband and Wife", and "Dating:
Some Tips and Guidelines".
Setting. The basic setting is home.
Leadership requirements. Home us of the program
requires the commitment and enthusiasm of family
members, particularly the parents.
E. Family vacation Church school. The family vaca¬
tion church school would emphasize fellowship,
study and worship. The goal of the program
would be for each members' families to become
more aware and to grow together spiritually,
intellectually and physically.
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Setting. First evening community center or
weekend at a camp. Other evenings: church
facilities.
F. Monthly Family Learning Program. The family
learning program brings children and parents
together for two hours every month. The pro¬
gram centers on a monthly theme which is
then further developed at home.
Setting. Parish center and home.
Leadership requirements. Considerable plan¬
ning is involved, which must be done locally.
Leadership is needed for parent groups, for
classroom groups, and for the family activ¬
ities .
G. Marriage Communication Lab. Marriage commun¬
ication lab would usually meet two or three
day experiences during which couples have an
opportunity to become aware of what is happen¬
ing in their marriage to discover both strengths
and weaknesses in their marriage, to discover
both strengths and weaknesses in their relation¬
ship and to set new direction for future growth.
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They would be designed for healthy marriages
not troubled marriages in need of therapy.
Setting. Often a retreat setting.
Leadership requirements. Trained leaders
who work as husband and wife teams.
H. Other General Programs.
1. Parent-teen programs: These programs
would be designed to help parents and teen-
ages improve their understanding of and
communication with each other.
2. Family camping. Camping has long' been
a way of bringing family members closer
together; of developing a spirit of commun¬
ity and of contributing toward a sense of
wonder about God’s handiwork.
3. ; uman relations labs. This would be a three
to five day workshop generally aimed at increas¬
ing a person's sensitivity, and awareness of him¬
self, how to relate with other persons, and some
of the synamics of small group life. Training
often includes participation in the life and
development of a small group, practicing the
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basic communication skill and relating these
experiences and insights of applied behavioral
science and Christian theology.
4. Human sexuality lab. This lab would be
designed to assist a person in coming to
grips with his/her sexuality, these two to
five day labs can be valuable for single or
married persons wishing to deepen their ap¬
preciation of the gift of sexuality.
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Conclusion
The church as a family social service agency is an attempt
to meet the need of a given community. The church as a family
social servic agency tries to translate the theology of the
church through the needs impinging upon people in their life sit¬
uation in such a way as to help them live affirmatively,
*
strengthened hy their faith.
The present situation is. that of a technological culture,
in which scientific achievement have brought both possibility of
free options in life-styles and the apprehension of destruction,
thereby creating an ambivalent attitude. Each segment of the
family has particular needs and grievances and the family coun¬
seling service tries to address itself to the needs of the family.
The need of people to live with change, understand power,
resolve conflict and affirm the self is met by the church's under¬
standing that God is involved in the recreation of His world until
its final redemption promised through the resurrection of Christ.
Because renewal and change are part of God's order, it is possible
for humans to incorporate these changes into their life styles.
The Church as a family social service agency, in this paper,
has attempted to present the church as that community in which
selfhood is affirmed and security is given through the assurance
of God's continuing love abiding with his people and in his world.
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The church as a family social ser.ice agency recognizes the unique¬
ness of each person and the vocation of every person to fulfill
that which he envisions as God’s purposes for life. This process
should begin in the family and extend to the larger society.
The church as a family social service agency tries to help
the Christian face up to and act upon the difficult ethical issues
raised in any era. So the whole church seeks to fulfill its cal-
t
ling and'to be faithful to its role in the reconciling work of
Christ. The future is unpredictable, and whatever the planning,
the human community still lives by hope. For those in Biblical
tradition, hope is affirmed through the promise of the continuing
power of God working for good through all things.
It is my hope that in this paper, a brief presentation has
been made of the Church as a family social service agency. This
paper has attempted to deal with family counseling, day care center
and the Church's ministry to the family. In my Church, the Church
of God In Christ, there has not been developed at this time, a
ministry for families. It is my hope that we develop the ministry
to the family for the approach of a social service agency. This
paper has attempted to present the family ministry of the church
in terms of a church related social service agency.
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Footnotes
^Andrew Billingsley, Jeanne E. Grovannoni, Children of
the Storm. (New York and Chicago: Harcourt Brace Jovanorich,
Inc. 1970) p. 8.
2
James Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation. (Philadel¬
phia and New York: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1970) p. 17.
■^Blanche Carrie, Church Education for Family Life. (New
York and London: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1937) p. 103.
^Marlene Maerten, The Challenge to the Church. (Philadel¬
phia: The Westminister Press, 1967) p. 51.
’^The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocregha. Ed. Herbert




Marlene Maerten, The Challenge to the Church. (Philadel-
phiaL The Westminister Press, 1967) p. 65.
O
Oscar E. Feucht. Helping Families Through the Church. (Saint
Louis: Condordia Publishing House, 1957) p. 54.
^Betty. and Harry Goodykvonty, Training to Teach. (Philadel-
The Westminister Press, 1965) p. 14.phia:
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